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Gilbert Obiero ’19
Public Health
Community Health Worker  
at IMAA
Christine Salentiny ’19
Elementary/Early Childhood Education
Kindergarten Teacher at Round  
Lake – Brewster Elementary School
95% of WSU grads get a job in their field*, and many have 
those jobs lined up before they even 
graduate — we think that’s something to 
celebrate! We took a closer look at five 
2019 grads and their post-graduation 
plans. Check out their videos and read 
more about all our 2019 graduates at  
wsu.mn/spring-19-grads.  
*Of those employed, for the undergraduate class of 2016-17.   
Photos by Brooke Powell ’21
Erin (Kloepping) Higgins ’19
Communication Studies
Project Manager at Thirty Story
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Jordan Langness ’19
Composite Materials Engineering
Associate Manufacturing Engineer 
at Northrop Grumman
Caleb Gernes ’19
Marketing
Sales in Savannah, Ga.
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Education Village Serves: Features:
1,262 Undergraduate Students
270 Graduate  Students
177 WSU Children’s   Center Students
27 Undergraduate Teacher  Licensure Programs
12 Master’s  Programs
7 Departments  
1 Post-Baccalaureate  Teacher Licensure Program
1 Doctor of  Education Program
3 Additional Licensure   & Certificate Programs
WSU and its College of Education celebrate the unveiling of Education Village this fall with the official 
grand opening event on September 5, 2019! The $33.2 million project sees the renovation of three 
historic education buildings come to fruition as it opens to serve the collective needs of the community, 
school districts and university, while providing WSU students with an unparalleled experience. 
EDUCATION VILLAGEUnveiled
 ▪ 128,023 Square Feet
 ▪ 3 Buildings (Dr. Donna J. Helble Hall,  
Cathedral School, Wabasha Recreation Center)
 ▪ STEM and Robotics Labs
 ▪ Makerspaces
 ▪ Lab Spaces & Observation Areas
 ▪ Collaborative Spaces for Local K-12 
Involvement
 ▪ Assistive/Adaptive Learning Spaces
 ▪ Historic, Low-Tech Learning Spaces
 ▪ Café
 ▪ Auditorium
 ▪ Atrium
 ▪ Climbing Wall
 ▪ Outdoor Education & Recreation Center
 ▪ Administrative & Department Offices
 ▪ 30% Reduction in Energy Consumption
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The WSU Departments of Music and Theatre & Dance Present
THE 2019-2020 SEASON
For up to date details, visit wsu.mn/thad-cal.
For up to date details, visit wsu.mn/music-cal.
Little Shop 
of Horrors
Messiah 
Sing-In
Holiday 
Concert A Musical Tribute to  Martin Luther King , Jr. 
Choir, Orchestra, Band & 
Ensemble Performances Faculty & Student Recitals
The 
Wolves
Dancescape 
2020 24-Hour 
Theatre
The Secret in 
the Wings Senior  
Dance Show
International 
Music Series
Dave Marck 
Jazz Quartet
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President Olson continued 
his tradition of hosting 
“Pizza with the President” 
during finals week in 
December and May, 
treating students to 
free pizza from Rocco’s, 
Sammy’s and Zaza’s. 
A recent study showed Winona 
State creating a $447.8 million 
economic impact per year 
– contributing $24.2 million 
in state and local revenue, 
$9.3 million in community 
contribution, and supporting 
and sustaining 3,465 jobs. 
WSU radio station 
KQAL was honored 
with three Eric 
Sevareid Awards 
at the 2019 
Midwest Journalism 
Conference.
The Winonan, WSU’s 
student-run newspaper 
(and one of the oldest 
student newspapers in 
the State of Minnesota) 
celebrates its 100th 
Anniversary this fall. 
Quick Reads
The Performing Arts Center has a new moniker – The Robert 
A. DuFresne Performing Arts Center, renamed in honor of the 
contributions of the late president emeritus who passed away in 
2015 at the age of 94.  Serving as the 10th president of WSU from 
1967-1977, Robert “Bob” DuFresne’s tenure has been recognized 
as a substantial turning point in the university’s history. 
Current WSU President Scott R. Olson credits Dr. DuFresne 
with guiding the institution during its “coming of age,” including 
its transition to a regional comprehensive university and the 
completion of nine major construction and renovation projects. 
“There is Winona State ‘Before Bob’ and ‘After Bob,’” he explains. 
“It was during his time that the College became a University. It was 
during his time that some of our core values – such as scholarship 
and community engagement – first emerged.  And then there are 
the facilities he brought into being: Memorial Hall, Minne Hall, 
Maxwell Hall, Sheehan Hall, much of Kryzsko Commons, and of 
course, the Performing Arts Center.”
You can learn more about the inspiring life and career of Dr. 
DuFresne, including the 2005 WSU Living History Project 
documentary, at wsu.mn/robert-a-dufresne.
A New Name for The PAC 
Campus News
New Name, New Look 
Welcome to the first issue of WSU Magazine! With so many new changes happening  
at Winona State and around Winona, we thought it was time for a fresh start as well.  
And while our name might be different, you’ll still find the same great content and more. 
We want you feeling connected to everything happening at WSU. And with a new  
name comes new contact info! Any comments or story ideas can be sent to 
WSUMagazine@winona.edu. We look forward to hearing from you! Education VillageThe new home of  
WSU’s College of Education
New Name
A fresh start for  
WSU  Magazine
 for Ryan Gleason ’10 
Homecoming 2019Join the fun  
October 11–12th
FALL 
2019
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WSU’s Women in Science & Engineering 
club hosted NanoDays in March 2019, 
a free community event where children 
of all ages could participate in hands-on 
science experiments and watch a live 
demonstration of making ice cream with 
liquid nitrogen. 
WSU Counseling Services 
welcomed new therapy dog, 
Aiden, to campus! Registered as 
an AKC Canine Good Citizen, 
he joins WSU’s original therapy 
dog, Winston, in offering 
students some stress-relieving 
doggy support. 
News
Winona State has added three 
new graduate programs:  
Master of Social Work,  
Master of Athletic Training, 
and Doctor of Education. 
The Master of Social Work (MSW) program was created to address the regional demand for licensed 
clinical social workers. Emerging societal issues of the aging population, rising prevalence of mental health 
concerns, and increasing incidents of trauma has created a national shortage of clinical social workers 
prepared at the master’s level. Additionally, WSU’s program is the only MSW program in the tri-state 
region to offer a clinical concentration, a hybrid delivery format accessible to working adults, and an 
affordable tuition rate.
WSU’s new two-year Master of Science in Athletic Training (MSAT) program is for students who have 
completed a bachelor’s degree and all program requirements. This program allows students to complete 
the professional graduate program in Athletic Training, including all courses and clinical education 
requirements necessary to become a certified athletic trainer. Upon completion of the graduate program, 
students will be eligible to sit for the Board of Certification exam.
In the new Doctor of Education program, students have the option to choose an emphasis such 
as curriculum and instruction, higher education, technology education, indigenous studies, special 
education, or organizational administration. The program is delivered via a cohort model through 
a combination of online courses, face-to-face summer residencies and other electronic interactive 
instructional mentoring and communications.
New Programs 
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News
Interim Provost and Vice President  
for Academic Affairs
Dr. Edward “Ted” Reilly was announced as the Interim Provost 
and Vice President for Academic Affairs. Reilly has been with 
the university since 1997, previously serving in the roles of 
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Interim Assistant 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, Acting Dean of the College 
of Education, Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs-
Rochester, Associate Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, and 
Associate Professor and Chair in Communication Studies. He 
received his Ph.D. in Speech Communication from Louisiana State 
University. During Reilly’s appointment as Interim Provost, the 
university will launch a search for a new permanent Provost to 
replace Dr. Patricia Rogers, who was appointed this spring as the 
new President of Lake Superior College in Duluth.
Dean of the College of Education
Dr. Daniel Kirk has been named the new Dean of the College of 
Education, stepping into his position this past July. His previous 
roles include Dean & Professor of Education at American 
University in Ras al Khaimah, UAE and Associate Dean and 
Professor at the National Defense College in Abu Dhabi. He has 
also served in leadership positions and on faculty in the US, UAE 
and Bahrain, and was a middle/high school English Language Arts 
teacher in the UK, Dubai, Bermuda and Qatar. Kirk obtained his 
B.A. in English Studies and M.A. in Education-Special Education 
Needs from the University of Sunderland, UK and his Ph.D. in 
Education-Language Education from the University of Georgia. 
He is a recognized expert on educational policy formation in 
international settings and is often consulted regarding setting 
national teacher preparation policy and practice, with a focus 
on the Persian Gulf states. Kirk assumes his role from Dr. Tarrell 
Portman, who served as Dean of the College from 2014–2019.
Associate Dean of College of Liberal Arts
Dr. Rita Rahoi-Gilchrest was appointed Associate Dean of 
the College of Liberal Arts in May 2019. She has served as 
the Interim Associate Dean for the college since 2016. Prior, 
Rahoi-Gilchrest held various roles in the WSU Communication 
Studies Department, including Department Chair, Professor, 
Associate Professor, Internship Director, and Assistant Professor. 
Before coming to WSU, she held positions at the University 
of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand, and the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis. She earned her B.A. in Organizational 
Communication/Public Relations from the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire, and her M.A. and Ph.D., both in 
Interpersonal/Organizational Communication/Rhetoric from Ohio 
University.
Newly Appointed
Dr. Ted Reilly
Dr. Daniel Kirk
Dr. Rita 
Rahoi-Gilchrest
According to the National 
Association of Colleges and 
Employers’ Career Readiness 
Model, there are eight core 
competencies that employers seek 
in college grads: critical thinking, 
leadership, collaboration and 
teamwork, professionalism and 
career management, oral and written 
communication, digital technology, 
global and cultural fluency, and 
community engagement. Winona 
State’s Career Services office has 
already begun to structure its work 
with students to focus on this 
framework, and now, the overall 
university will focus on this work for 
its 2019-20 theme.
This year will bring an increase 
in efforts to help students better 
identify, articulate and advance 
their professional competencies 
through curricular and co-curricular 
programming. The theme also invites 
academic programs to highlight 
and share their best practices 
unique to their disciplines. For more 
information on the Career Readiness 
university theme year, visit  
wsu.mn/career-readiness-2019.
Career Readiness: 
2019–20 University 
Theme 
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News
The WSU Women’s Rugby Club Team, the Black Katts, announced 
plans to move from the DII Minnesota League to the DI Midwest 
League for the fall 2019 season. The high-caliber team has claimed 
the national championship twice and second place six times over 
the last 10 years. 
The Black Katts have applied for DI status twice in the last three 
years but were denied each time. Then, this last fall, a team spot 
opened in the DI Midwest League and the proposal was made 
again. The difference this time was that the team first received 
approval from USA Rugby, then from the Minnesota Rugby Union 
in a 10-0 vote, and finally to the DI Midwest Conference in a  
6-0 vote.
“They have worked extremely hard to get here and deserve what 
is to come,” commented Roger Riley, former assistant coach and 
faculty advisor.
With their new DI status, the Black Katts will take on teams like 
the University of Minnesota, the University of Iowa and Iowa State 
this fall. These schools – unlike WSU – have university-wide DI 
rugby programs in place. As part of the proposal, the team will 
compete in the DI Midwest conference, but will still take the DII 
post-season path and compete against their formal rivals in the fall 
playoffs.
In April, Pedro Pablo Lander ’15 brought their Noche Bomba 
performance to WSU, an event co-sponsored by many groups 
across campus. Previously performed as a solo piece at the 
Walker Art Center, Noche Bomba is an exploration of forms 
and of gender — a culmination of Lander’s research looking at 
their gender and sexuality evolution in relationship to their latinx 
Venezuelan upbringing. 
Shortly after the performance at Winona State, it was announced 
that Lander was awarded a two-year, $40,000 grant through the 
St. Paul-based Jerome Foundation, which seeks to contribute 
to a dynamic and evolving culture by supporting the creation, 
development and production of new works by early career and 
emerging artists.
Black Katts Move to DI   
Noche Bomba — A WSU Pride Event
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   Traveling the world while growing their startup,  
Ryan and Alex Duo Life, Ryan Gleason ’10 and his wife 
          Alex are living their greatest adventure.
 WSU Magazine  Fall 2019              11
Huacachina, Peru
R  yan and Alex bonded over a deep-rooted love for an      active outdoor lifestyle. They made the most of 
what Winona had to offer, enjoying fishing trips, motorcycle 
rides through bluff country, running races around the lakes, 
and hikes up to Garvin Heights or Sugar Loaf.
At the same time, they continued down their career paths 
together, each growing ever-more successful. They loved 
the people they worked with and were continually given 
opportunities for growth. But as the hustle and bustle of 
their daily lives took over, they were left with less time for 
the active outdoor life they craved.
In 2013, Alex was still with RTP but Ryan had moved on to 
work for H.B. Fuller. They each received opportunities to 
work abroad in Shanghai, China and jumped at the chance. 
Shortly after arriving, Ryan ruptured his Achilles tendon 
while playing lacrosse – leaving him unable to workout for 
six months. He recalled that the event “made me appreciate 
my body more than ever and I was determined to make my 
health a priority from that point on.”
He and Alex decided to start doing their own research and 
experiment to become the healthiest versions of themselves. 
They relied on each other for accountability, and Ryan took 
it a step further to begin an online group for others with 
similar health goals – ultimately becoming a health coach as 
a side-gig. “Interestingly enough,” he said, “a single question 
kept coming up: ‘How do I get my spouse to become healthy 
with me?’” That was what initially sparked their idea for Ryan 
and Alex Duo Life.
The vision for their new venture was to help couples 
engineer a life they love with the love of their life, believing 
that a healthy lifestyle and marriage is attainable and 
sustainable when the duo commits together. Ryan and Alex 
Duo Life guides couples to start a fitness and/or nutrition 
program together and holds them accountable via online 
groups and other tools.
Their new venture has also allowed them to engineer a life 
they love. Up until early 2018, Ryan and Alex Duo Life had just 
been a side-gig. But in March 2018, they decided to commit 
full-time to their new venture, packing up to travel and learn 
about health from other cultures. Since then, they’ve been 
traveling around South America and moving their “home base” 
every three months, already experiencing Ecuador, Argentina, 
Peru and Colombia, among others.
Ryan said that one of the biggest benefits they have now is 
full control of their greatest asset – their time. “We still work 
about 40 hours a week, but when nature calls and the weather 
forecast is bright, we have the freedom to go out and explore.” 
He continued to say that a few of their favorite memories from 
the past year have included spelunking in Tayos Cave in the 
Ecuadorian Amazon, summiting Lanin Volcano on the snowy 
Chilean and Argentine border and backpacking up to 17,000 
feet in the Peruvian Andes.
But Ryan and Alex work as hard as they play. Starting a 
new business as an entrepreneur isn’t easy, but luckily Ryan 
said that his Winona State education prepared him well for 
entrepreneurship. He uses skills he learned at WSU on a daily 
basis – whether it’s his problem-solving skills with the technical 
aspects of running an online business; his engineering skills to 
optimize their business’ health, mindset, productivity and tools 
to support their customers; or his public speaking skills.
The impact they’re making on others is evident, Ryan said. 
“We’ve had people who have lost 100+ pounds, stopped 
taking anxiety, depression, cholesterol, and blood pressure 
medications, and inspired other family members to work out 
for the first time in years. For us, our biggest impact is when 
we succeed at inspiring a couple to work out and live a healthy 
lifestyle together. It’s incredibly rewarding to play a positive 
and impactful role in people’s lives.”
In 2010, Ryan Gleason had just graduated from Winona State. He’d landed his first job with RTP in 
Winona, and his brand-new career in composite materials engineering was taking off. On top of that,  
he had just met his future wife, Alex, who had also just started working for RTP. 
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Coffee Country  
near Jardin, Colombia
Cover: Machu Picchu, Peru
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Plaza de Armas  
in Cusco, Peru
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Warrior Softball Success
The Warrior Softball Team had a record year in 2019. They set a 
new program record for wins (with an overall record of 53-9), they 
won the NSIC regular season championship in back-to-back years 
for the first time in program history (recording the first-ever 30-0 
conference record in NSIC history), and they set a new program 
record with a 31-game winning streak during the season. And at 
the season’s end, head coach Greg Jones had accumulated 800 
career wins. 
In May, the Warriors hosted the NCAA Central Regional 
tournament for the second straight season in Winona, and fourth 
time overall – while making their 14th NCAA Regional appearance. 
While they made it to the championship game of the tournament, 
they ultimately fell 3-2 to Augustana University, who went on to 
win the 2019 NCAA Division II National Championship. 
Before the season even began, two of the team’s players – 
Jordyn Kleman and Lani Van Zyl – were named by the National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association/Schutt Sports’ 2019 Division II 
National Player of the Year Watch List, setting up some promising 
expectations for the year. When the season concluded and the 
postseason awards began rolling in, the list of honors bestowed 
upon the Warriors was impressive:
NFCA All-Central Regional Teams
First Team: Jordyn Kleman, Lani Van Zyl, 
Alison Nowak
Second Team: Liz Pautz and Alexis Kelsey
(The Warriors had the most NFCA All-Region 
honorees named from one team in all of Division 
II Softball)
D2CCA All-Central Region Awards
Central Region Pitcher of the Year:  
Jordyn Kleman
Central Region Player of the Year:  
Lani Van Zyl
First Team: Kleman, Van Zyl, Alison Nowak
Second Team: Liz Pautz, Alexis Kelsey
D2CCA All-America Teams
First Team: Lani Van Zyl and Alison Nowak
Second Team: Jordyn Kleman
CoSIDA/Google Cloud  
Academic All-District Teams
First Team: Jordyn Kleman and Alison Nowak
NFCA 2019 All-America Teams
First Team: Lani Van Zyl
Second Team: Alison Nowak
Third Team: Jordyn Kleman and Liz Pautz
(The Warriors had the most honorees of any 
Division II program in the U.S.)
2019 CoSIDA/Google Cloud Division II 
Softball Academic All-America Teams
First Team: Alison Nowak
Second Team: Jordyn Kleman
FPN All-America Teams
First Team: Jordyn Kleman
Second Team: Liz Pautz and Lani Van Zyl
NSIC Player of the Year
Lani Van Zyl
(Winning the award in back-to-back seasons, 
Van Zyl is the first Warrior in program history to 
win twice)
NSIC Pitcher of the Year
Jordyn Kleman
(Won the award in back-to-back seasons; second 
Warrior in program history to win twice)
NSIC Newcomer of the Year
Liz Pautz
NSIC Coach of the Year
Greg Jones
(Won the award in back-to-back seasons; fourth 
time overall)
Warrior Athletics
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Athletics
This fall, Warrior football and soccer game attendees will have 
a new and improved fan experience. Over the summer, WSU 
partnered with Daktronics to install a new LED videoboard and 
Sportsound® 1500HD audio system in the stadium, making it 
one of the first collegiate installations to include 10-millimeter 
SMD outdoor technology and the largest display Daktronics has 
installed in the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference.
The new display measures approximately 23 feet high by 41 
feet wide, bringing 930 square feet of live video, instant replays, 
statistics, graphics, sponsorship messages and more to WSU fans 
before, during and after events. The 10-millimeter line spacing 
brings excellent image clarity and contrast with wide angle visibility 
to appeal to fans in every seat.
These upgrades are phase one of a planned stadium renovation, 
which the WSU Foundation is currently raising funds for as part of 
the Power of Experience campaign. “We are thankful to the many 
donors who have made this possible,” said WSU Athletic Director 
Eric Schoh. “To have a state-of-the-art board and sound system 
from the industry leader is what our fans and student-athletes 
deserve.”
For more information on the WSU Stadium Renovation campaign, 
visit wsu.mn/Stadium. 
The Warrior women’s 4x400m relay team was on fire this year, 
qualifying for the NCAA II Championships in both indoor and 
outdoor seasons.
The indoor team, comprised of Kalley Harris, Brooklyn Schyvinck, 
Brittany Schyvinck and Shereen Vallabouy placed seventh at the 
championships in early March, breaking the WSU indoor program 
record with a time of 3:43.78, and received First Team All-America 
status by the U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association (USTFCCCA).
In May, the outdoor team of Harris, Schyvinck, Schyvinck and Kari 
Schneiss placed ninth at the championships, running the second-
fastest event time in program history (3:45.21). They were later 
named Second Team All-America by the USTFCCCA.
In addition to the success of the 4x400m relay, the Warriors 
competed in five other events at the Indoor Championships 
(Vallabouy in the 400m, Anna Rogahn in the mile run, Brittany 
Schyvinck in the 200m dash, Hope Willenbrink, Brittany 
Schyvinck, Ali Johnson and Nikki Staffen in the distance medley 
relay, and Kristi Springer in the triple jump), with seven student-
athletes earning All-American honors (Harris, Schyvinck, 
Schyvinck, Vallabouy, Willenbrink, Johnson and Staffen).
New Videoboard at Altra Federal 
Credit Union Stadium
NCAA II  
Track & Field 
Championships
16             WSU Magazine  blogs.winona.edu/alumni
Athletics
Women’s Golf  
Head Coach: 
Tiffanie Yabut
Warrior Alums in the News
Tiffanie Yabut was hired this summer to lead the Warrior women’s 
golf team. A native of Omaha, Nebraska, Yabut attended Missouri 
Western State University, where she graduated with Cum Laude 
honors while playing on the women’s golf team and serving as a 
board member on the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 
In 2016 at Missouri Western, Yabut’s birdie putt secured a playoff 
round in the Super Regional where the team went on to win 
and advance to their first-ever NCAA National Championship 
tournament. She was the team captain as a senior in 2017-18 and 
named the Women’s Golf Student-Athlete of the Year. Yabut was 
a 2015 MIAA Honorable Mention selection and in her career 
earned seven top-25 finishes, one top-10 finish and a runner-up 
finish. She was a member of three Griffon teams to advance to the 
NCAA Super Regional.
Jennifer (Jepson) Flowers ’03 was named 
Vice President and Commissioner of the 
Western Collegiate Hockey Association 
(WCHA) Women’s League in June of this 
year. While at WSU, Flowers was a four-
year starter on the Warrior’s volleyball 
team and returned to the university in 
2012 as associate athletic director and 
senior woman administrator until 2015, 
when she accepted the position of NSIC 
Assistant Commissioner. At the WCHA, 
Flowers will direct the Women’s League as 
well as work with the WCHA President and 
Men’s League Commissioner to drive the 
Association’s shared goals and vision. 
John Smith ’10 is an inductee of the 2019 
Class of the Small College Basketball 
National Hall of Fame. Smith was an 
integral player for the Winona State men’s 
basketball team that won two national 
championships in 2006 and 2008, and was 
a national champion runner-up in 2007. He 
was named the Most Outstanding Player 
in the 2006 NCAA Tournament, and the 
NCAA Division II Player of the Year in 
2007 and 2008. He garnered numerous 
accolades during his illustrious Warrior 
career and made his mark on not only 
the Winona State record books, but the 
Division II basketball record books as well.
Diedre (Farber) Schumacher ’06, former 
WSU track and field standout, was 
announced as part of the NSIC Hall of 
Fame Class of 2019. Schumacher was 
WSU’s first-ever Division II female track 
and field All-American, taking fourth at the 
2005 NCAA Outdoor Championships in 
the 400m hurdles. She earned numerous 
other awards during her career, including 
All-Academic Track and Field in 2005 and 
2006. She was a 17-time NSIC Champion 
in 13 different events during 2005 and 
2006, including winning six events during 
the 2005 indoor championships. She 
was an ESPN Second Team All-Academic 
member in 2005 and 2006 and NSIC 
Indoor Track & Field Athlete of the Year in 
2005 and Outdoor Athlete of the Year in 
2006 as she helped lead the Warriors to 
the NSIC Indoor Championship in 2005 
and 2006. Schumacher was also the 
NSIC Championship Indoor High Point 
Performer in 2005 and 2006, and outdoor 
in 2006. She set school records in the 
indoor 300m, 400m, 800m, pentathlon 
and relays, and outdoor records in the 
400m, 400m hurdles, 800m, heptathlon, 
and relays. At the time, she set the NSIC 
record in the pentathlon and heptathlon.
HALL OF FAME
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Wade Bergner ’91  
Cross Country/Track & Field
Bergner set and still owns three Winona State distance records 
– the 10,000m, 5000m and marathon. He was a member of two 
record-setting relay teams, a four-time NAIA national qualifier 
and a 1991 NAIA All-American (placing second in the marathon). 
Additionally, Bergner was the 1989 NIC 3000m conference 
champion, a five-time NIC All-Conference recipient, and a member 
of the 1988 and 1990 NIC cross country conference championship 
teams. The 1988 team went on to win the district championship 
and finish 12th at the NAIA National Championships.
Brian Hynes ’05  
Football
Hynes led the NCAA in receiving yards/game (129.2) in 2005. 
That same season, he was a Harlon Hill finalist and named an 
All-American by five different publications. A two-time All-NSIC 
recipient at wideout, Hynes’ name is scattered throughout the 
WSU football record book – ranking second in: all-time receptions 
(172), all-time reception yards (3,062), and single-season 
touchdown receptions (17). Additionally, he was a member of 
five NSIC conference championship teams and helped lead the 
Warriors to the Mineral Water Bowl twice and NCAA Division II 
Playoffs three times.
Katie (Kramer) Krueger ’06  
Soccer
Krueger was one of the best goalies in Warrior soccer history. In 
2005, she was named to the ESPN All-District Team while earning 
First Team Academic All-American status. Krueger was the 2005 
NSIC Tournament MVP, allowing just one goal over three games 
as the Warriors won the tournament title. She ranked nationally 
in multiple save categories over her career each season, ranks 
fifth all-time in program history in saves (167), and fourth in 
single-season history for total goals allowed (10). Krueger was a 
member of two regular season and two conference tournament 
championship teams.
Zach Malvik ’06, ’16 
Basketball
Malvik becomes a two-time WSU Hall of Famer after he was also 
inducted in 2018 as a member of “The Run” – which included 
the Warriors’ 2006-08 teams. He ranks second all-time in assists 
(549), third in scoring (1,971), and fourth in made field goals (709). 
He was the 2007 NCAA Regional MVP en route to earning All-
American honors that season – while leading the Warriors to their 
second straight national championship. Malvik and the Warriors 
won the 2005-06 NCAA DII Men’s Basketball National Champion-
ship and compiled WSU’s historic 57-game winning streak, which 
still stands today as the longest in NCAA DII Men’s Basketball 
history. Malvik currently serves as the assistant coach of the WSU 
men’s basketball team. 
Lisa Dobie ’08 
Volleyball
Dobie is the Warriors’ all-time leader in assists (5,031), ranks 
third in aces (145), eighth in digs (1,409), and owns the top two 
single-season records for assists. Dobie was named First Team All-
Conference as a senior in 2007 and was a four-time All-Academic 
recipient. Her 2007 team was the first in program history to earn 
NCAA DII regional ranking.
Terra Halron ’09  
Softball
Halron played in the most games on the diamond in WSU history, 
and has the records to show for it. She ranks third all-time in hits 
(267), second in doubles (61), third in triples (15), and 12th in career 
batting average (.351). Halron also set the single-season program 
records for hits (94) in 2009 while batting .423. A two-time NFCA 
All-Region recipient and a 2009 First Team All-American, Halron 
was a member of three NSIC championship teams, and her 2009 
team stands as the only team in program history to win the NCAA 
Super Regional and advance to the world series.
2019 Warrior Athletic
Congratulations to our Warriors who will be inducted  
into the WSU Athletic Hall of Fame during Homecoming 2019!
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An Outdoor Lover’s Paradise
Winona’s Parks & Recreation Department continues to build their vision for the future in this 
outdoor playground we all love. One of the newer developments is the Winona Ice Park, 
which is heading into its fourth season. Now located just west of the Sugar Loaf bluff, the park 
started with the help of the Minnesota Climbers Association and was inspired by similar parks 
in Colorado and Sandstone, Minn. It continues to grow in popularity, attracting climbers from 
around the state and nation.
Looking ahead, the near future will bring to life the new master plan for the Bluffs Traverse, 
which is located along the north-facing blufflands overlooking the city and includes a series of 
three destination parks: Bluffside, Garvin Heights and Sugar Loaf. Part of the city’s plan for the 
Traverse includes the development of miles of paved and unpaved multi-use pedestrian and 
bicycle trails that, once complete, will connect the 523 acres of blufflands to the larger system of 
city, county and regional trails. 
WINONA
Changes are happening in Winona, bringing new life to the town we know while 
keeping everything we love about it intact. For the outdoor lover, for the festival 
goer, for the culture seeker, or just the reminiscer – there are new things to see 
and do around every corner.
THE       VIEW OFNew 
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The City of Festivals
Music, theater, film – we’ve got your festival flavor. Summertime 
brings the Beethoven, Great River Shakespeare and Dixieland Jazz 
Festivals. Boats & Bluegrass comes in the fall, followed by the 
Frozen River Film Festival in winter. And in spring, it’s all about Mid 
West Music Fest. This year, the event was moved to May in order 
to incorporate more outdoor performance venues as the festival 
continues to grow, now split into two weekends: one in Winona, 
one in La Crosse. 
Historic Downtown Charm
Levee Park, overlooking the Mississippi River in downtown 
Winona, was an often-underutilized treasure. That has all changed 
with the completion of the park’s facelift. The park now features 
an elevated plaza and lawn for outdoor entertainment, a gateway/
pedestrian plaza that provides easy access between the park and 
downtown, and the same expansive river views we never get tired 
of. No longer underutilized, the park is a constant destination 
with events ranging from the Live at the Levee concert series, 
the Winona Holiday Market, weekly farmers markets, Let’s Levee 
events, the Big Muddy Brew’N Que and more.
Elsewhere downtown, the number of historic renovations 
continues to grow, with a new project taking place at 102 Walnut 
Street. Opening mid-2019, the refurbished historic building will 
house a number of retail spaces and apartments. One tenant that 
signed on early was Nosh Restaurant & Bar, previously located 
in Lake City, Minn. The project is spearheaded by the same 
developer who completed renovations to the historic Latsch and 
Riverfront buildings close by.
New Developments
It won’t only be historic renovations on display in downtown, 
though. Opening early spring 2020 is Main Square Winona — a 
new development that will cover the entire city block where 
Hardee’s once stood, before closing in 2017. The development will 
feature both luxury and market-rate apartments with underground 
parking, retail and office space, and a Winona Health clinic. And 
next door to the new complex will be Main Square Montessori, a 
brand new non-profit, independent learning center for toddlers 
through kindergarten. 
Another planned addition to the downtown skyline is the new 
headquarters for Fastenal along the riverfront. A few blocks away, 
where the YMCA currently stands, will be ample parking space 
for those Fastenal employees working from the new location. 
But what about the Y? Not to worry – after years of planning, 
the YMCA will be building a brand new facility with views of Lake 
Winona – right next to Winona Health along Highway 61.
Continue west down Highway 61, you’ll come across the old 
K-Mart, which closed in 2014. With construction underway, the 
building is on its way to becoming a Gundersen Health System 
clinic providing primary care, urgent care, an outpatient surgery 
center and a variety of other specialty outreach services. The new 
clinic is expected to open in phases from late 2019 into 2020.
But these aren’t the only new things to see in Winona if you 
haven’t visited lately. Here’s a snippet of other changes you can 
expect to see:
 » The Bluff Country Co-Op recently doubled in size – 
expanding into the old space which once housed the A&P 
Grocery Store, followed by a series of bars including Nasty 
Habit, Schyde’s and MC’s.
 » Island City Brewery opened in March 2017, quickly becoming 
a popular destination and event venue downtown.
 » The historic YWCA building is currently in the midst of being 
renovated to house Partners in Excellence, an autism center 
for children.
 » Two brand new hotel developments: an AmericInn on the 
west end and Fairfield Inn & Suites on the east.
WINONA
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Alumni News
September 2019
 7 | Game Day Experience 
11am-1pm 
 12 | Composite Engineering 
Golf Outing 12pm  
(Cedar Valley)
 12 | The Food Group MN 
Volunteer Event 5-7pm 
(New Hope, MN)
 19 | Game Day Experience 
5-7pm
 21 | Family Weekend
October 2019
 4-6 | Women’s Soccer Alumni 
Weekend
 10 | 2nd Annual College 
of Business Alumni 
Engagement Day
 11-12 | HOMECOMING!
 12 | Game Day Experience 
11am-2pm
 21 | Channel One Food Bank 
Volunteer Event 6-8pm 
(Rochester, MN)
 25-27 | The Winonan Weekend 
– 100th Anniversary 
Celebration
 26 | Game Day Experience 
11am-1pm
November 2019
 9 | Game Day Experience 
11am-1pm
 24 | “A Christmas Carol” at 
the Guthrie Theater
July 2020
 17-18 | Sweetheart Weekend
For up to date details visit: 
wsu.mn/alumni-events-2019
Calendar
In April, a group of WSU alumni came together at Channel One Regional Food Bank in 
Rochester, MN to take part in the fight against hunger. The team packed over 1,800 
pounds of granola into bags to be used in the organization’s backpack program, which 
provides nutritious food to chronically hungry children over weekends and out-of-school 
times. 
Our Alumni Office and Students United celebrated International Women’s Day  
with a panel of four WSU alumnae: Kate (Weber) Carlson ’07, Jolene Danca ’99,  
Carole Burton ’90, and Laura (Jensen) Drentlaw ’90, who were on campus to discuss  
finding the #BalanceforBetter in your personal and professional lives.
Channel One
International Women’s Day
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The WSU Alumni Office traveled to Florida in March to check out the action at the 
Minnesota Twins Spring Training with this fun group of Warriors!
During a late weekend in April, Warriors came back for a jam-packed Spring Sports 
Weekend. From baseball, softball and football (spring) games, to Gameday Experience and a 
chili-cook off, to reunions for baseball, softball and men’s rugby – we loved having everyone 
back on campus. 
Were you a part of The Winonan? 
We will be celebrating its 100th 
anniversary on campus the weekend 
of October 25-27! Come back for a 
fun-filled weekend of campus tours, 
social hours, The Centennial Gala 
and more! Learn more and RSVP at 
winona.edu/alumni. 
This past spring, WSU Career 
Services implemented a new job and 
internship recruitment system called 
Handshake. Did you know that as an 
alum, you have access? Handshake 
allows you to find a job, share your 
resume with employers, or register 
for career events – check it out at 
wsu.mn/handshake-alumni-2019.
Are you a Warrior looking to  
hire Warriors? Handshake can help! 
Learn more at wsu.mn/handshake-
employer-2019.
Spring Sports Weekend
Winonan 100th 
Anniversary Event
Twins Spring Training
SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday, October 10, 2019
You’re invited to join us for The Big Day!  Our second-annual online 
giving day features campaigns for academic programs, student  
scholarships, athletics, WSU Foundation initiatives, and more.   
We’re counting on you – your gifts on The Big Day make a big 
difference all year long!
For more information, visit  
winona.edu/thebigday
24 HOURS TO GIVE!
10.10.19
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 Thursday, October 10th
 All Day 2nd Annual College of Business Alumni  
  Engagement Day
 All Day The Big Day 2019
 Friday, October 11th
 11:00am Campus Tour  
 12:00pm Pep Fest
 12:30pm Enduring Flame Luncheon   
  Celebration for the Class of 1969
 3:30pm Cal Fremling Boat Tour   
 5:00pm Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner   
 5:30pm Warriors: Networking  
  with Students & Alumni   
 6:00pm WSU Volleyball vs. Wayne State University
 Saturday, October 12th
 8:00am 12th Annual Warrior Waddle 5K Run/Walk   
 8:30am Complimentary Alumni Breakfast
 10:00am Homecoming Parade
 11:00am Game Day Experience
 12:00pm Cal Fremling Boat Tour   
 2:00pm WSU Football vs. Minot State University  
 5:00pm WSU Volleyball vs. Augustana University
 6:30pm Distinguished Awards Banquet   
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
#wsuhoco19
 
Follow along or join the fun – just use or 
follow the hashtag #wsuhoco19
Join the conversation! 
 twitter.com/WinonaStateU
 instagram.com/WinonaStateU
 WinonaStateU on Snapchat
 WinonaStateU on Facebook
Saturday, October 12th 
Start Time: 8am
Register online at wsu.mn/homecoming-2019
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER FOR THESE EVENTS, VISIT:
ONLINE: wsu.mn/homecoming-2019 PHONE: 1.800.342.5978 ext. 5027 EMAIL: alumni@winona.edu
Athletic event tickets can be purchased at: wsu.mn/athletic-tickets
Virtual
12th Annual 
HOMECOMING 2019
WARRIOR WADDLE  
 Pre-Registration Required  Pre-Registration Recommended  Paid Entry Required
Alumni
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS
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Dr. Donna J. Helble 
(1948-2017)  
Distinguished Alumni
Education and children’s literature were 
Dr. Helble’s passions. After receiving 
her B.A. in elementary education and 
French (Simpson College), M.S. in remedial 
reading (WSU) and Ph.D. in language 
arts education (University of Northern 
Colorado), she began her teaching career at 
Minnesota City and Goodview Elementary 
Schools before becoming a professor of 
education at Winona State. While at WSU, 
Dr. Helble made an impact on children’s 
literacy in the Winona community, chairing 
the “Reading on the Mall” event,“Rotary 
Readers” program, and “Books for Babies” 
project. These programs, along with other 
initiatives she was involved in, worked 
to get books into the hands of children 
and develop a love of reading, as well as 
learning. 
Dr. Helble was involved in a multitude 
of community organizations, received 
numerous recognitions and awards, and 
was instrumental in the planning for WSU’s 
Education Village. 
Dr. Atique Ahmed ‘97  
Distinguished Young Alumni
Dr. Ahmed currently serves as an 
assistant professor of neuro-oncology 
at Northwestern University in the Lurie 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. He earned 
his Ph.D. in molecular medicine (Mayo 
Clinic) and completed his post-doctoral 
scholar training in neuro-oncology and 
stem cell biology (University of Chicago), 
followed by serving as a faculty member 
of the University of Chicago’s department 
of surgery. His research interests are in 
the area of cancer evaluation, specifically 
on how cancer cells outsmart current 
therapies, and he is committed to 
advancing the field of cancer research. 
He has received numerous awards in his 
field, as well as grants from the NIH and 
ACS to build his own research program at 
Northwestern. 
An active member in his Chicago 
community, Dr. Ahmed has also remained 
committed to the WSU community, 
spending time with students and faculty 
on campus, serving as a mentor to WSU 
students, and arranging for WSU students’ 
participation in Northwestern’s summer 
research programs in his laboratory.
Dr. Peter Henderson 
Distinguished Faculty/Staff
After joining the WSU history department 
in 1989, Dr. Henderson served at the 
university for 24 years until his retirement 
in 2013. With a Ph.D. in Latin American 
History (University of Nebraska) and a J.D. 
(Vanderbilt), he designed and strengthened 
course offerings in Latin American 
history and served as the Director of the 
ABA-accredited paralegal program. His 
reputation in the field of Latin American 
Studies is well known, and he has authored 
over a dozen articles and five books – 
one of which resulted in the creation of 
a documentary on Ecuadorian historical 
figure Gabriel Garcia Moreno, for which Dr. 
Henderson was recognized by the National 
Academy of History of Ecuador. He is one 
of only four North Americans ever to have 
received this honor.
Outside his roles in the department, Dr. 
Henderson served at WSU in many other 
capacities, including dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts (twice) and director of the 
honors program, among others. He also 
authored the book “Her Star Shall Not 
Dim: A Sesquicentennial History of Winona 
State” in honor of WSU’s 150th birthday 
in 2008.
Drs. Tim and Susan  
Hatfield  
Grand Marshals
Dr. Tim Hatfield attended Harvard 
University for both his undergraduate 
degree and master’s in school counseling. 
After spending a number of years working 
in Illinois and Massachusetts, he earned his 
Ph.D. in educational psychology (University 
of Minnesota)  and joined WSU’s counselor 
education department in 1980. During 
his 30-year tenure at the university, he 
chaired his department for 22 years and 
was the founding co-director of the School 
Counselor Update summer program for  
25 years.
Dr. Susan Hatfield received her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Miami 
University of Ohio, coming to WSU in 
1981 to teach in the communication and 
theatre arts department and coach the 
forensics team. She later took a leave of 
absence, receiving her Ph.D. (University 
of Minnesota) in 1989and  began leading 
WSU’s learning assessment efforts. Her 
expertise led to her being named a Kellogg 
Foundation Emerging Leader in Higher 
Education and appointed by the United 
States Secretary of the Navy to the Marine 
Corps University Board of Visitors, as well 
the Board of Directors of the Joint Review 
Committee on Education in Radiologic 
Technology.
Congratulations to the following recipients of this year’s Distinguished Alumni Awards!
Full bios can be found at winona.edu/alumni
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Class Notes
1960s 
Robert Junghans ’69 (Saint Paul, 
Minn.) published his first novel, “Cloud 
Warriors,” under the pen name Rob Jung 
in February 2019. 
1970s 
Bruce Danielson ’72 (Cambridge, Minn.) 
was inducted into the Cambridge-Isanti 
Bluejacket Hall of Fame for his 29 years 
of directing high school musicals and 20 
years of co-creating the Faculty Variety 
Show that has given $100,000 in 
scholarships to students going into 
education. The first non-athletic coach to 
be inducted, Bruce was also a top ten 
finalist for the 2012 Minnesota Teacher 
of the Year award. He retired in 2014 
after 40 years of teaching math, speech 
and English in New Prague (11 years) and 
Cambridge (29 years). 
Allen Dittrich ’72 (Champlin, Minn.) 
was announced as the chief operating 
officer for Duluth Holdings Inc. (Duluth 
Trading Company). He previously served 
as senior vice president of omnichannel 
customer experience and operations 
for the company since 2015. Prior to 
Duluth Trading, Allen held multiple senior 
executive roles with Allen Edmonds, 
Retail Associates, Gander Mountain and 
Dayton Hudson over his 38+ year career. 
Daniel Klinkhammer ’77 (Ham Lake, 
Minn.), executive director and co-
founder of the Minnesota Youth Athletic 
Services, retired in March after 28 years 
serving Minnesota youth sports. Over 
the years, MYAS has been involved in the 
MYAS Grade State Tournament, Amateur 
Athletic Union and United States Sports 
Specialty Association tournaments, 
its Gopher State brand, the Trusted 
Coaches program and more.
Patricia (Coleman) Wood ’78 (Winona, 
Minn.) retired from Home and 
Community Options, Inc. after serving as 
their Finance Director for 40 years.  
William Otis ’79 (New Ulm, Minn.), 
chief executive officer of Nuvera 
Communications, Inc., announced his 
retirement after 40 years with the 
company. He will continue serving on the 
company’s Board of Directors. 
1980s 
Delayne (Porter) Vogel ’80, ‘95 
(Hokah, Minn.) retired in June 2018 as 
BSN Program Coordinator at Viterbo 
University after serving for 25 years.  
Ranjit Singh ’82 (Zurich, 
Switzerland) has 
amassed 35 years in the 
financial services 
industry, holding 
executive roles at 
companies such as 
Allianz in Germany, 
Swiss Reinsurance in Switzerland, and 
Standard Life Aberdeen PLC in the UK. 
He currently serves on the executive 
board of Swiss private bank EFG Group, 
and on the non-executive board of 
Ireland bank AIB PLC.
Scott Opfer ’84 (Springfield, Mo.) was 
named to Biz 417’s Biz 100 for the 
third time in 2018. The list is compiled 
annually of the most powerful and 
influential business leaders in southwest 
Missouri.
Beth (Helmueller) Ede ’86 (Cochrane, 
Wis.) joined Merchants Bank as senior 
vice president/chief human resource 
officer. 
1990s 
Stephen Davern ’90 (Chicago, Ill.), and 
the rest of the band Hodgepodge (active 
in Winona from 1989-1991), hosted a 
30-year reunion of the band at Broken 
World Records in Winona on March 2nd 
of this year. 
Roberta (Wagner) Kochevar ’90 
(Lakeville, Minn.) was named Chief 
Officer of Child and Family Services for 
national nonprofit organization Nexus. 
She previously worked as the Director 
of Clinical Services and Rehab at North 
Chris Gove ‘95 (Amarillo, Texas) is currently an associate head coach of West Texas A&M’s 
men’s basketball team, working underneath Head Coach Tom Brown ’92 and alongside 
Associate Head Coach Quincy Henderson ’07. Over the past three years, they have led the 
program to appearances in the Sweet 16, Final Four, and Elite 8 respectively. Additionally, 
they have won both the regular season conference title and post-season conference 
tournament title for the last two years, first setting and then breaking the school record for 
wins in a season.
Alumni in the News
Your Legacy, 
Our Future
“I’m grateful to 
WSU for providing 
me with learning 
experiences which 
led to professional 
success and 
personal fulfillment. 
My planned gift is a 
financial investment 
in future students – a legacy investment 
which will pay dividends to our community 
for generations.” – Jim Brodie ’69
Learn more about making a bequest to 
WSU at plannedgiving.winona.edu
Jim ’69 and  
Dee Dee Brodie
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Memorial and Lab Manager at Children’s 
Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota. She 
is also an active member of the Women’s 
Health Leadership Trust, where she 
was named one of the top 35 emerging 
leaders in 2015.
Jamie (Gayheart) Schneider ’94 (River 
Falls, Wis.) is a chemistry professor 
at UW-River Falls, where she was 
the 2018 recipient of the Paul B. and 
Robert Dykstra Faculty Excellence 
Award. Jamie’s current scholarship 
focuses on chemistry education and 
her research has been awarded multiple 
grants through the National Science 
Foundation. 
Julie (Campbell) Wetzel ’94 (Johnsburg, 
Ill.) was named the director of case 
management & service excellence at 
Advocate Condell, where she has worked 
for the past 18 years. 
Theresa (Olson) Pearson ’96 
(Trempealeau, Wis.) was a finalist for the 
Minnesota Teacher of the Year award by 
Education Minnesota in spring 2019. She 
was one of nine finalists from an initial 
field of 168 candidates. The honor came 
after being named the 2018-19 Winona 
Education Association Teacher of the 
Year. She is currently an English teacher 
for Winona Senior High School, having 
been with the district for 21 years. 
Todd Herber ’98 (Hastings, Minn.) was 
named principal of Park High School. 
Most recently, Herber served as principal 
at Red Wing High School. Previously, 
he taught middle school social studies 
and served as assistant principal at both 
Oltman Middle School and Woodbury 
High School.
Maria (Guion) Lindblom ’98 (Round 
Rock, Texas) has been living in Texas for 
the past two and a half years with her 
husband and two boys. After graduating 
from WSU, she received her Master 
of Science in Risk Control from the 
University of Wisconsin-Stout in 2003. 
She has served time in the United 
States Navy Reserves and worked in 
the insurance industry as a risk control 
consultant for the last 15+ years. She 
most recently accepted a position with 
FCCI Insurance Group as a risk control 
specialist. 
Julie (Rusk) Padilla ’98 (Saint Paul, Minn.) 
was named chief regulatory officer for 
Twin Metals Minnesota LLC (TMM). 
Previously, she served as vice president 
of market development for Renovate 
America. She has also had roles serving 
on the St. Paul Planning Commission 
and the Snelling-Midway Community 
Advisory Committee, which oversaw the 
development of the Minnesota United 
soccer stadium. 
Lyndon Stinson ’98 (Rochester, Minn.) 
was named the director of the Freeborn 
County Probation and Pre-Trial Services 
Department, having overseen the 
department since September 2017. He 
previously worked in corrections for 
both Olmsted and Wabasha Counties. 
Additionally, Lyndon bought and 
managed a Spanish-language school in 
Nicaragua – where his partner of 19 
years is from – during a six-year break 
from corrections.  
Stephanie Moss ’99 (Saint Paul, Minn.) 
accepted the position of professional 
development coordinator at Think Small 
in St. Paul after teaching Early Childhood 
for more than 15 years. Think Small 
is a non-profit that provides services, 
resources, and advocacy for early 
childhood education in Minnesota.
2000s 
Emily Cassellius ’01 (Winona, Minn.) was 
named the new principal of Goodview 
Elementary School and the Winona Area 
Learning Center. 
Melissa (Winter) Hale ’01  (Rochester, 
Minn.) has been working for Home 
Federal as the VP of Business Banking 
for the last 15 years, with her core 
focus being the residential construction/
development industry.  
Adam ’05 & Katie (Barrett)  
Goehner ’05 (Minneapolis, Minn.) 
celebrated their daughter, Paige, being 
named the Food Network’s Kids Baking 
Champion! Interestingly enough, Adam 
and Katie’s first date was in the WSU 
cafeteria!
Katie (Kosters) Johnson ’05 
(Austin, Minn.) was named Courtesy 
Corporation’s 2018 General Manager 
of the Year. Johnson has worked for 
McDonald’s at two locations in Austin. 
Amy McAlister ’05 (Saint Paul, Minn.) 
joined the orthopedics team at Mayo 
Clinic Health System in Red Wing as a 
D.N.P. She will provide outreach services 
to Cannon Falls and Lake City as well. 
Dana Nelson ’05 (Bloomington, Minn.) 
has enjoyed an annual get-together with 
Robert Biesterfeld ’99 (Chanhassen, 
Minn.) was named president and CEO of 
Eden Prairie-based C.H. Robinson in May 
2019. He has spent his 20-year career 
at Robinson, working in the Robinson 
Fresh division and North America Surface 
Transportation unit. He was promoted to 
chief operating officer in March 2018.
Ty Breitlow ‘03 (Chilton, Wis.), was honored in March as 
Wisconsin’s 2019 Principal of the Year in his role as principal 
of Chilton High School. He was chosen for the award in part 
because of his ability to build relationships and the connection 
he has with the community and the students. Since winning the 
prestigious honor, Breitlow has also accepted the new position of 
District Administrator of Randolph Public Schools.
Alumni in the News
Send Us the News
Do you have a new job? Spouse? 
Child? Award? Achievement?
Submit a class note – it’s easy!
wsu.mn/class-notes
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a group of alumni and their families for 
the last few years. Other attendees 
included Mike Ogorek ’04, Matt  
Lounds ’06, Todd Schank ’04 and  
Joe Brandl ’06.
Nicholas Hartlep ’06 (Hudson, Wis.) 
is currently an associate professor 
of urban education and the chair of 
the early childhood and elementary 
education department at Metropolitan 
State University. After receiving his 
undergraduate degree from WSU, 
he taught abroad in Ecuador prior to 
returning to Winona State to earn his 
master’s degree. He went on to receive 
his Ph.D. from UW-Milwaukee and then 
worked as an assistant professor at 
Illinois State University prior to moving to 
Metro State. 
Jodi (Anderson) Monerson ’06 (Winona, 
Minn.) and Michelle Monerson welcomed 
their third son, Leo Charles, on July 26, 
2018. Leo joins big brothers Jack and 
Crosby.
Jason Branstrom ’07 (Chaska, Minn.) 
welcomed his second child, Sawyer David 
Branstrom, on March 3, 2018.  
Sheena (Gifford) Whitesitt ’07 (Winona, 
Minn.) started SG Danceworkz and 
Fitness Studio in Winona in 2015. In 
2016, she started SG Performance 
Company, which performs at local 
nursing homes, assisted living homes, as 
well as fundraising and other community 
events. The kids involved are also 
required to do at least five hours of 
community service during their year-long 
involvement in the company. Sheena also 
travels nationally to teach master classes, 
set choreography, and judges for the 
national dance competition “Hype.”
Theresa (Chicos) Kukar ’08 (Saint Louis 
Park, Minn.) married Mathew Kukar in 
Montego Bay, Jamaica on April 25th 
2019. Three generations of WSU alumni 
were in attendance.  
Kristen (Fossell) Lampe ’08 (Appleton, 
Wis.), Erik and lil’ Konrad welcomed 
Doriana Kay on March 29, 2019. 
Mike Nielsen ‘08 (Winneconne, Wis.) 
announced his engagement to Nicole 
Hurley, with an August 2020 wedding 
planned in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
Amber (Helbling) Schmidt ’08 (Roseville, 
Minn.) and husband Marc welcomed 
Isaac Henry Schmidt on January 6, 2019. 
Isaac joins big sister Isabelle.  
Kelly (Strupp) Klawitter ’09 (Marshfield, 
Wis.) and her husband Matt welcomed 
their second son, Taysom, in January. He 
joins his big brother Braxton.
Trevor ’09 & Katherine (Klipstine) 
Thompson ’08 (Appleton, Wis.) 
welcomed daughter Lucy Louise in 
November 2018. She joins big brothers 
Henry and Clayton.
2010s 
Justin Smith ’10 (Minneapolis, Minn.) has 
been appointed assistant vice president 
and business continuity officer for Wells 
Fargo Home Lending Capital Markets 
and Customer Excellence.  
Andrew Jarzynski ’11 (Eau Claire, Wis.) 
was hired as the head football coach 
for North High School in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin. He spent the previous five 
years as head coach at Augusta High 
School. 
Stephanie (Kostuck) ’11 & Lance  
Schiltz ’12 (Winona, Minn.) were 
married on WSU’s Cal Fremling floating 
classroom in July 2018.  
Nickolas Cusick ’12 (Saint Paul, Minn.) 
married Lily (Wellenstein) Cusick ’12 in 
August 2018. Nick was also named to the 
2018 Destinations International 30 
Under 30 Class, which recognizes the up 
and coming talent of destination 
organizations nationwide. 
Bradley Fitzgerald ’12 (Minnetrista, 
Minn.) married Ashley Skaja in June 
2019 in Apple Valley, Minnesota. Brad 
currently works as chief financial officer 
at Onetrack ID in Chanhassen. 
Luke Merchlewitz ’01 (Winona, Minn.) 
received the first Harriet Sanford Award 
for Distinguished Global Learning in 
February 2019 at the NEA Foundation’s 
Salute to Excellence in Education Gala in 
Washington D.C. The award recognizes 
his work as an alumnus of the NEA 
Foundation’s global learning fellowships.
Christopher Burke ’05 (Dubuque, Iowa) was named 
the 2019 Iowa Teacher of the Year. An 11-year 
teaching veteran, he is the first Dubuque teacher to 
be given the award in its 60-year history. He was 
previously named Dubuque Community Schools’ 
Teacher of the Year in 2017.
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Kelly Kent ’12 (Santa Ana, Calif.) married 
Eli Ollila in October 2018 in a private 
ceremony in San Diego, California. 
Ethan ’12 and Kayleen (Nymeyer) 
Scheck ’12, ’15 (Houston, Minn.) 
welcomed son, Easton, in November 
2017. They are both working in the 
Lewiston-Altura School district; Ethan in 
high school history and Kayleen in first 
grade as a long-term substitute. 
Jaron Arbet ’14 (Burlington, Wis.) was 
awarded a Ph.D. in biostatistics from 
the University of Minnesota School of 
Public Health in May 2018. His research 
included a study of “Robust Framework 
of Estimating Heritabiltiy in Twin Studies 
and Powerful Association Tests of 
Genetic Association Studies.” He recently 
accepted a position with the University 
of Colorado School of Medicine in 
Aurora, Colorado.  
Jessica (Tupy) Boeser ’14 (Farmington, 
Minn.) married Ryan Boeser in June 
2019. She currently works as an RN at 
Children’s Hospital in Minneapolis. 
Vanessa (Lee) Troupe ’14 (Mesa, Ariz.) 
married Steven Troupe in May 2018 in 
a private ceremony in Cancun, Mexico. 
Vanessa currently works as an RN. 
Holly (Schmidt) Bakken ’15 (Lake 
Geneva, Wis.) married T.J. Bakken in 
June 2019. She currently works as an RN 
at Aurora Health Care in Lake Geneva. 
Aaron Carda ’15 (Ogilvie, Minn.) was 
sworn in as an Eagle Grove police officer 
in February 2019. He previously worked 
as a corrections officer at the Fort Dodge 
Correctional Facility.
Trevor ’15 & Katie (Gottstein) Jones ’15 
(Nashville, Ten.) were married in August 
2018.
Danielle (Thenell) ’15 &  
Josh Mongan ’17 (Littleton, Colo.) were 
married in June 2018. Their wedding 
party included Maid of Honor Veronica 
Peterson ’17 and Groomsman Kyle 
Bauman ’17. 
Dylan Ordorff ’15 (Lakeville, Minn.) was 
sworn in as a new Apple Valley police 
officer in January 2019. He previously 
worked for the Owatonna Police 
Department. 
Shalyn Salonek ’15 (Aberdeen, SD) 
announced her engagement to Luke 
Malsom, with an October 2019 wedding 
planned. Shalyn currently works as a 
goldsmith at Riddle’s Jewelry. 
Mary Vang ’15 (Trempealeau, Wis.) 
joined the Kidney Care Team at Winona 
Health in June 2019. She joins the team 
after eight years with Winona Health, 
most recently as an RN in dialysis. She 
recently earned her Master of Science in 
nursing as a family nurse practitioner. 
Melanie Smisek ’16 (Monroe, N.C.) 
married Addison Gaines in October 2018 
in Marshall, Minnesota. Melanie currently 
works as an RN at Novant Health 
Matthews Medical Center in Matthews, 
North Carolina. 
Madeline VanDerHeyden ’16 
(Minneapolis, Minn.) was hired as the 
Human Resources Specialist for the City 
of Minnetonka.
Jodi Wieczorek ’16 (Eagan, Minn.) was 
named the director of the Cancer Care 
& Infusion Center of Northfield Hospital 
and Clinics. She is a clinical nurse 
specialist and advanced practice nurse 
with expertise in oncology, palliative 
care, gerontology and pain management 
for adult and geriatric patients. 
Jordan Mack ’17 (Lakeville, Minn.) was 
sworn in as a new Apple Valley police 
officer in January 2019. He previously 
worked as a park ranger for the Dakota 
County Sherriff’s Office. 
Abby (Finley) Vierkandt ’17 (Irvine, 
Calif.) married Zach Vierkandt in 
September 2018. She is currently 
employed at Houzz.
Annelie Schmittel ’09, ’12 (Alameda, Cali.) 
was hired by the Philadelphia 76ers as the 
team’s vice president of player development. 
Annelie previously served as a member of 
the player engagement staff for the NFL’s 
Oakland Raiders and as a researcher for 
the Laboratory for Athlete and Athletics 
Development Research in Florida. 
Alyse (Hutter) Betchner ’14 (Onalaska, 
Wis.) received River Valley Media Group’s 
inaugural nurse of the year award as part 
of their “Nurses: The Heart of Healthcare” 
series. Currently an oncology and hospice 
nurse for Gundersen Health System, Alyse 
was chosen as the winner from more than 
120 nominations.
Jim Parry ‘01 (Stewartville, 
Minn.), teacher of the REACH 
program at Stewartville Middle 
and High School, was honored 
with Education Minnesota’s 2019 
Human Rights Award in  
April 2019. 
Alumni in the News
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Alumni
In Memoriam
1940s
Naomi (Deters) Grimm Warner ’42
Anita (Hartman) Palmquist ’42 
Alden McCutchan ’43
Josephine (Mraz) Pribula ’46
Melvin Ruehmann ’48  
Eldon Steuernagel ’48 
Deleon Austin ’49 
Bernard Murtaugh ’49
1950s
Mildred (Marshall) Diehl ’50
Robert Lawstuen ’50
Maynard “Mo” Jay Weber ’50
Rolland Kerrigan ’51 
Everett Speltz ’51 
Joanne (Walker) Zeman ’51
Donna (Kindt) Anderson ’52
Beverly (Redalen) Hamblin ’52 
Reuben Krieger ’53 
Robert Wise ’53 
Charles Fox ’54 
George Hansen ’54 
Marjorie (Janning) Besch ’55
Curtis Peterson ’55
Marilyn (Gallagher)  
Duellman ’57
Roger Eskra ’57 
Harold Uhls ’57 
Allan Austin ’58 
Marie (Miller) Carroll ’59 
Lynn Iverson ’59 
Lowell Johnson ’59
Charles Schneider ’59
1960s
John Angst ’60 
Robert Bateman ’60 
Ovia (Rice) Beckmann ’60
Donald Bendel ’60 
Ann (Simon) Heppelmann ’60
Janice (Cook) Ness ’60
Arlan Ross ’60  
Carole Lovejoy ’61 
Norman Paulson ’61 
Thomas Brown ’62 
Donald Cramer ’62 
Elaine (Jahnke) Rohrer ’62 
Keith Tschumper ’62
James Gillen ’63 
Ellen (Headington) Halverson ’63 
Sandra (Solberg) Morgan ’63
David Lueck ’64 
Gerald Pilger ’64 
Lowell Stueve ’64 
Kenneth Jick ’65 
Robert Kiral ’65 
Kae (Nissalke) Lieberman ’65
Charles Becker ’66 
Thomas Ferry ’66 
Mary (Reglin) Eddy ’67 
Sister Mariella Hinkly ’67
Gary Johnson ’67 
David Majerus ’67 
Roger Rumstick ’67 
Robert Stephan ’67 
Beverly Markegard ’68
Robert Duellman ’69
Norman Ellingson ’69
Gennell Iverson ’69
Bernice (Kelly) Stadtherr ’69
Robert Stanislawski ’69 
John Weimerskirch ’69
1970s
Thomas Eitter ’70 
John Newell ’70 
Roy Newer ’70 
Arland Peterson ’70 
Jennifer Squires ’70 
Bernard Daiker ‘71 
Duane Downie ’71 
Noel Paulson ’71 
Allen Ribbeck ’71 
Marie King Toews ’71  
Larry Watson ’71 
Dorothy (Lembkey) Biesanz ’72
Larry Mikkelson ’72 
Arlyn Scrabeck ’72 
Bernard Martin ’73 
Heidi (Sweely) Passe ’73
John Scherer ’74 
Adelia Louise (McCray) Crispin ’75
Robert Kelly ’75 
Mary Sullivan ’75 
Joyce (Koin) Johnston ’76
Jane Schoewe ’76 
Evlyn Dahling ’79 
Tamara (Stevens) Kiefer ’79 
Diane Nielsen ’79 
1980s
Rita (Hughes) Buehler ’82
Catherine Erickson ’82
Danny McKinley ’83
Marsha (Hemmesch) Mickelson ’83
Will Stoltman ’83 
Beth (Culhane) Egel ’84
Frank Postiglione ’84 
Jerry Schultz ’85 
Gloria (Oakes) Oakes-Speltz ’86 
Zoanne (Parker) Oliphant ’87
Patricia Emerson ’88 
Maureen (Boland) Voss ’89
1990s
Michael Kropp ’90 
Rodney Anderson ’92 
Debra (Swan) Peterson ’93 
Heather (Ready) Christians ’95 
Michael Rathbun ’96 
Benjamin Everson ’98 
Michelle Wood-Jensen ’98
Rachel Harberts ’99
2000s
Sarah (Briggs) Stelzner ’00
Michelle (Flaherty) Schroeder ‘03 
Tessica (Johnson) Peters ’05  
Gregory Thomas ’06 
Faculty/Staff
Linda Clay 
James H. Eddy
James Eggerichs 
Roderick Henry 
Leander Mendyk 
Roger Metz 
Arthur Noeske 
Russell Owen 
Kathryn Sagen 
Lois Simons ’39 
Brice J. Wilkinson, III
Pamela Wolfmeyer 
Students
Alexander Chadwick 
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TAKING ACTION . . .
Dream Closet 
WSU held their 
semi-annual free 
shopping event, 
providing the 
community with 
quality clothes.
Students 
took a unified 
stand against 
sexual and 
gender-based 
violence at 
WSU’s Take 
Back the Night 
event.
WSU Football 
players helped 
neighboring 
Fountain City in 
their sandbagging 
efforts against 
rising waters this 
spring.
WSU’s Persuasion 
and Advocacy 
course worked to 
bring awareness 
to the issue of 
excess plastic 
bags and make it 
easier to recycle 
them through 
their Bag the Bags 
event on campus.
Students founded 
a WSU chapter 
of the Green 
Bandana Project, 
to help people 
who are struggling 
with mental 
illness realize 
the support and 
resources around 
them.
WSU held its 
7th Annual 
Arbor Day 
celebration, 
complete 
with free tree 
giveaways!
WSU hosted 
its first-ever 
Kindness Week 
– spreading 
kindness and 
positivity 
throughout our 
community.
WSU students 
and Chartwells 
filled boxes with 
healthy snacks 
for children 
in Winona as 
part of Ellen 
DeGeneres’ and 
Cheerios’ One 
Million Acts of 
Good initiative.
. . . to create change
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The course of a student’s life  
can be altered with a single experience. 
You can help us create them.
winona.edu/experience
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WSU hosted the HOPE Academic and Leadership Academy 2019 on campus in June. The 10-day 
residential program welcomed 49 under-represented and under-served high school students in 
grades 9-12. During their stay, they experienced college life by engaging in college-level courses and 
workshops to develop and explore their leadership skills, and participated in leadership training, 
communication and skill building activities to help move beyond the financial, social and academic 
barriers – both factual and presumed – and toward the realization of an engaged and successful 
undergraduate experience.
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